
Evident Beauty (Trixton-Struck By Lindy-Explosive Matter) 

 

Evident Beauty finished second to Millies Possesion in Saturday night’s first Hambletonian Oaks 

elimination.  She pulled first-up from fourth on the last turn, caught cover from the pocket-sitter past 

three-quarters, loomed boldly and rallied at Millies Possesion in the final eighth, but fell a nose short, 

with her mile timed in 1:52.3. 

 

After a strong 2-year-old campaign that saw her win two Grand Circuit events at The Red Mile, take 

second in the Champlain and Peaceful Way at Woodbine Mohawk Park, and grab a third in the 

Goldsmith Maid at the Meadowlands, Evident Beauty started off her sophomore campaign with a sweep 

of the New Jersey Sire Stakes at the Meadowlands.  She was then a traffic-troubled fifth in a W.N. 

Reynolds division at The Big M before bouncing back to claim her Del Miller Memorial split.  In all she 

has a record of 7-5-1 from 15 starts, earnings of $449,325, and a mark of 1:52.3 taken in that Del Miller 

triumph. 

 

“Everybody thought there was going to be a lot of speed, but there really was none,” remarked her 

trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman about Saturday night’s elimination.  “But she raced good and I was really 

happy with her. It was a good run and it sets her up good for [the final].  It just took her a little bit longer 

to get wound up. She might not have been quite tight enough, but it was all right. It looked like she stuck 

her head in front right after the wire.” 

 

Breeding Notes 

 

Evident Beauty is a daughter of 2014 Hambletonian champion Trixton.  Her dam, the Explosive Matter 

mare Struck By Lindy, did not race in the Hambletonian Oaks but enjoyed a successful racing career, 

earning $514,765 and taking a mark of 1:53.1.  Evident Beauty, who was bred by White Birch Farm and 

sold for $80,000 at the 2017 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale, is Struck By Lindy’s first foal.  White Birch 

Farm was the winning breeder in the 2013 Hambletonian Oaks when Bee A Magician was victorious.  

 

Driver Bio 

 

DAVID MILLER 

 

Born: 12/10/1964 – Birthplace: Columbus, OH – Resides: Cream Ridge, NJ 

 

David Miller, 53, won the 2012 Hambletonian Oaks with Personal Style. 

 

In the 2017 Hambletonian, he drove What The Hill, who crossed the finish line first but was disqualified 

for interference in the stretch. Miller had third-place finishes in 2015 with Uncle Lasse and 2013 with 

Corky. 

 



Miller’s top moments in 2018 came with Courtly Choice, winning the Meadowlands Pace and Little 

Brown Jug, and with Stag Party in the Metro Pace. He also won the Canadian Pacing Derby with Horse of 

the Year McWicked. 

A 2014 inductee into the Hall of Fame, Miller ranks No. 2 all time in purses, with $236 million, and has 

finished among the top five in earnings 19 of the past 20 years. 

 

Miller is No. 5 all-time in wins, with more than 12,700. 

 

He was the U.S. Harness Writers Association’s Driver of the Year in 2016, 2015 and 2003. 

 

In 2003, Miller led the sport in purses and drove No Pan Intended to the Pacing Triple Crown and Horse 

of the Year honors. In 2016, Miller was the driver of Horse of the Year Award winner Always B Miki, who 

paced the fastest mile in harness racing history when he won in 1:46 at Lexington’s Red Mile. 

 

In 2015, Miller set a record with five Breeders Crown wins in a single year. 

 

Miller, who received the 1993 Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association, was already 

a standout in his native Ohio when he headed to the East Coast in the late 1990s. He captured multiple 

driving titles at the Meadowlands Racetrack in the early 2000s and has been a force on the Grand Circuit 

ever since he made the move. 

 

Trainer Bio 

 

RICHARD “NIFTY” NORMAN 

 

Born: 10/21/1960 – Birthplace: New Zealand – Resides: Allentown, NJ 

 

Nifty Norman, 58, is a two-time winner of the Hambletonian Oaks, training 2012 winner Personal Style 

and 2013 champion Bee A Magician. 

 

Bee A Magician was Horse of the Year in 2013. She was 17-for-17 and earned $1.54 million. Her earnings 

were a record for a 3-year-old filly trotter. 

 

A native of New Zealand, where he worked with horses after leaving school, Norman came to California 

in 1985 to visit his friend, trainer Ross Croghan, and ended up staying to help with Croghan’s stable. He 

later worked with Brett Pelling before starting his own stable. 

 

Norman has won more than 1,200 races and $33 million in purses. His stable has surpassed $1 million 

for 14 consecutive years, including 2019. 

 

Other top horses over the years for Norman include Dan Patch Award-winner Poof She’s Gone and 

millionaire Beatgoeson Hanover. 

 



 

 

 

Owner Bio 

 

Melvin Hartman - Ottawa, Ontario, Little E LLC. - New York, New York, and R A W Equine Inc. - 

Burlington, Ontario 

 

Ontario-based owner Melvin Hartman won two straight editions of the Hambletonian Oaks in 2012 

(Personal Style) and 2013 (Bee A Magician).  Little E LLC., the nom de course of Meadowlands chairman 

Jeff Gural, and R A W Equine (Wayne Giles) are both in search of their first Oaks triumphs. 


