












BOLD EAGLE  

 (bay horse, 8, Ready Cash – Reethi Rah Jet – Love You) 

 

Owners:   Ecurie P Pilarski (Pierre Pilarski), Sallanches, France     

Trainer:  Sébastien Guarato 

Driver: Brian Sears 

Breeder: Jean-Étienne Dubois 

 

International superstar Bold Eagle will become the first foreign invitee since 2014 Open Trot winner Commander 
Crowe to participate in the Breeders Crown.  He has been invited three times, but this year everything lined up for the 
son of Ready Cash to make the trip over. 
 

With no eliminations required for the Open Trot, Bold Eagle will make his first start outside Europe in the final. 
 

Bold Eagle is a 45-time winner, with two of those wins coming in the prestigious Prix d’Amerique in 2016 and 2017.  
The race was named in honour of the assistance the United States gave France in World War One and was staged 
for the first time in 1920.   
 
The trotting sensation completed the French triple crown in February 2018 to become only the fourth harness horse 
in history to achieve the feat. 
 
Bold Eagle has raced at the mile distance before, clocking a then-European record 1:50 in his Elitloppet heat at 
Solvalla Racecourse in Sweden in 2017. 
 

With earnings of C$5,365,180, he will be the horse with the most money won to compete on the Breeders Crown 
card. 
 

He will be the second Breeders Crown starter for trainer Sébastien Guarato. Guarato is one of Europe’s most 
successful conditioners, finishing second in earnings last year behind only Jean-Michel Bazire. Guarato also was  
invited to compete in 2011 at Woodbine with Rapide Lebel, who finished second behind Canadian Horse of the Year 
San Pail in 1:51. The other foreign invitee that year, Commander Crowe, finished third.   
 
Guarato noted that he had great confidence in his horse who has returned to the best of his ability and boasts the 51-
year-old American driver who was chosen: a man of confidence who has won 10,000 races and is very well ranked in 
the United States with $ 170 million in prize money. 
 
Sébastien Guarato: "The horse is back as it has been since we slept outside and we have a great driver, Brian Sears, 
American driver, who knows the track by heart, we'll tell him how is the horse and we should fight for the first 3 at 
least." 
 

Owner Ecurie P Pilarski, the nom de course of Pierre Pilarski, is also making its maiden voyage into the Breeders 
Crown.  Pilarski is a French businessman. 
 

Brian Sears, 51, leads all active drivers in wins in the Breeders Crown, with 30, and is tied with Ron Pierce for the 
second-most trophies in the history of the series. Sears trails only John Campbell (48). 
  

Sears won three Breeders Crown finals in 2018. His triumphs came with 2-year-old male trotter Gimpanzee, 3-year-
old male trotter Tactical Landing, and older male pacer McWicked.  
  

McWicked was the 2018 Horse of the Year in both the U.S. and Canada and Gimpanzee received the Dan Patch 
Award for best 2-year-old male trotter. 
  

Sears got his first Breeders Crown trophy with 3-year-old female trotter Stroke Play in 2003. He won a total of 19 
trophies in the next six years. He won four Crowns in each 2004 and 2005, and three in each 2006, 2008 and 2009. 
He had two victories in 2007. 
   

For his career, Sears has won more than 10,100 races and $194 million in purses. He ranks 17th in North American 
history for wins among drivers and fifth in purses. He led the sport in earnings in 2005, with a then-record $15 million, 
and has finished among the top 10 in purses in 13 of the past 15 years. 
  

Sears has driven four Horse of the Year award winners --- Rocknroll Hanover in 2005, Muscle Hill in 2009, Bee A 
Magician in 2013, and McWicked in 2018. Sears received the 2009 Driver of the Year Award from the U.S. Harness 
Writers Association and was the 1991 Rising Star Award recipient from the same organization.  
 

Bold Eagle was bred by Jean-Étienne Dubois, the son of noted French horseman Jean-Pierre Dubois.  The elder 
Dubois bred and owned 2008 Breeders Crown Mare Trot winner Brigham Dream. 






















