
PRINCESS DEO (Trixton—Queen Serene—Dream Vacation) 
 
Breeder: Deo Volente Farms LLC, NJ 
 
Owners: Deo Volente Farms LLC, Flemington, NJ; Thomas Pontone, Holmdel, NJ; John 
Fodera, Staten Island, NY 
 
Trainer: Lucas Wallin 
 
Driver: Andrew McCarthy 
 
Purchase: $47,000 Lexington-Selected Yearling Sale 
 
Trained by a stablehand to Ake Svanstedt, Princess Deo is one of two Hambletonian Oaks 
finalists for debuting trainer Lucas Wallin. Wallin acquired the filly from two-time 
Oaks-winning trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman just one week before the Oaks eliminations, 
finishing fifth in a $47,050 division of the Tompkins-Geers at the Meadowlands. 
 
“She raced really good for us the first week [in the Tompkins-Geers],” Wallin said after the 
elimination. “I have to thank the owners for giving me the chance to train this nice filly, they 
could send her to anyone. ‘Nifty’ [Norman] did a really good job with her all winter. He’s the 
one that trained her, we haven’t done too much.” 
 
Princess Deo started her career for trainer Noel Daley, who last year shifted his stable to trainers 
Brett Pelling and “Nifty” Norman since he returned back home to Australia. She won three races 
from 13 starts, earning nearly $300,000. However most of that money earned came from 
losses—finishing second in the Ki8ndergarten Classic final and second in the $490,000 
Goldsmith Maid. She did collect one win on the Grand Circuit in a $93,000 division of the 
Bluegrass Stakes at The Red Mile. 
 
Starting her sophomore campaign roughly with breaks in her first qualifier and her seasonal 
debut, Princess Deo slowly rebounded early in July. She finished second in a $32,166 division 
of the Reynolds Memorial to Cloud Nine Fashion, who failed to qualify for the final with a 
sixth-place finish as the favorite in her elimination. Princess Deo then galloped in her division of 
the Del Miller Memorial and ironically stayed flat in her next two starts with the removal of 
trotting hopples.  
 
After staying flat and finishing fifth in her division of the Tompkins-Geers, Princess Deo 
overcame post 10 in her Hambletonian Oaks elimination with a :27 final quarter to finish third 
behind When Dovescry.  
 
“She was really good last week, so we were confident in the horse,” Wallin said after the elim, 
“but post 10 is post 10. But it worked out very good and Andrew did a very, very good drive.” 
 



Though Wallin has only had the filly for a short time, she has shown tremendous improvement in 
her two starts leading up to the Hambletonian Oaks final. 
 
“You feel right away it’s a special filly,” Wallin said. “She has a very big personality, she wants 
things in her own way. You just have to listen to her. That’s what the groom has done and when 
we drive her we let her be. She’s the boss. But you feel when you train that she is something 
special. She showed it last year.  
 
“We probably got her at the right time. We haven’t done too much work. We do our routines and 
she likes it. It feels like she is going to be better and better for each race. She hasn’t raced too 
much this year. I wasn’t sure if this race came a little too early, but she really showed that she 
belongs here.” 


