
Sonnet Grace (Muscle Massive-I Believe-Andover Hall) 

 

The last spot in the $500,000 Hambletonian Oaks final from Saturday night’s first elimination went to 

Sonnet Grace.  She took the lead near the opening quarter, yielded to sit in the pocket behind eventual 

winner Millies Possesion, angled out past three-quarters, and was out-finished, ending up 3 3/4 lengths 

behind Millies Possesion and finishing her mile in 1:53.2. 

 

Sonnet Grace won six stakes events in Pennsylvania last year for breeder/owner/trainer Rod Allen, then 

was privately purchased and put into the care of trainer Ron Burke.  For Burke, she was second in the 

Matron at Dover Downs and won the Goldsmith Maid at the Meadowlands.  So far in 2019, she won a 

Pennsylvania Sire Stakes leg and picked up second-place finishes in a division of the Geers and W.N. 

Reynolds, both at the Meadowlands.  In total she sports a record of 8-4-1 from 19 starts, has earned 

$448,255, and owns a mark of 1:54.2. 

 

“I thought she raced OK. She felt really good at the top of the stretch, then she kind of got a little bit 

tired finishing,” said Sonnet Grace’s driver Yannick Gingras.  “Maybe she is a little sick or something and 

they can work on her and make her a little stronger [for the final]. But gait-wise and manners, that’s the 

best she’s been all year. Today wasn’t her best day for sure, but hopefully next week is better.” 

 

Breeding Notes 

 

Sonnet Grace, who was bred by Rod Allen Inc., is by Muscle Massive, the champion of the 2010 

Hambletonian.  Her dam, the Andover Hall mare I Believe, earned $37,383 with a mark of 1:58.  Sonnet 

Grace’s half-sister Dream Baby Dream raced in the 2017 Hambletonian Oaks, finishing fifth in her 

elimination and fourth in the final.  I Believe is out of the great CR Kay Suzie, who was the favorite in the 

1995 Hambletonian but broke stride in her elimination and didn’t advance to the final.  Rod Allen has 

not bred a previous Hambletonian Oaks champion. 

 

Driver Bio 

 

YANNICK GINGRAS  

 

Born: 8/4/1979 – Birthplace: Greenfield Park, Quebec – Resides: Allentown, NJ 

 

 Yannick Gingras, who turns 40 on Aug. 4, teamed with now-retired trainer Jimmy Takter to win the past 

five editions of the Hambletonian Oaks and has finished second in two of the past four editions of the 

Hambletonian. Gingras holds the record for the most Oaks victories in history, with five. 

 

 Gingras won the 2018 Hambletonian Oaks with Manchego and the 2017 Oaks with Ariana G. In 2016, he 

won with All The Time and missed adding the Hambletonian by a nose when Southwind Frank was 

second to Marion Marauder. In 2015, Gingras captured the Oaks with Wild Honey and was second in the 

Hambletonian with filly Mission Brief. Gingras’ first Oaks victory came with Lifetime Pursuit in 2014. 



A third-generation horseman from Quebec, Gingras arrived in the U.S. in 2001 and established himself 

as a top driver at Yonkers Raceway. In 2003, he received the Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness 

Writers Association and in 2004 he moved his base to the Meadowlands. He has led the Big M in wins 

four times in his career, most recently in 2015. 

 

Gingras has finished no worse than second in North American purses for seven years in a row and led 

the sport four consecutive seasons, 2014-17. His $174 million in career purses rank No. 8 in history. He is 

third in earnings in 2019. 

 

He was voted Driver of the Year by the U.S. Harness Writers Association in 2014 and 2017. 

 

Gingras was the regular driver of 2017 Horse of the Year Award winner Hannelore Hanover. 

 

Among his many accomplishments, Gingras is known for his association with pacer Foiled Again, who 

retired in 2018 as the richest horse in harness racing history, with $7.63 million in lifetime earnings. 

 

Trainer Bio 

 

RON BURKE 

 

Born: 10/16/1969 – Birthplace: Washington, PA – Resides: Canonsburg, PA 

 

Ron Burke, 49, finished second in the Hambletonian in 2016 with Southwind Frank, beaten by a nose by 

Marion Marauder, and second in 2015 when filly Mission Brief was defeated by Pinkman by 

three-quarters of a length. He watched What The Hill cross the finish line first in 2017, but the colt was 

disqualified for interfering with a horse in the stretch. It was the first disqualification of a winner in 

Hambletonian history. 

 

Burke took over the family’s training stable from father Mickey, the 2006 Trainer of the Year, in late 

2008 and pushed the operation’s success to record-setting heights. He is in the process of leading all 

trainers in wins for the 11th consecutive year. He has won no fewer than 762 races a year since 2009 

and topped 1,000 victories three times, with 1,090 in 2013, 1,093 in 2014, and 1,013 in 2018. He is the 

only trainer in history to win 1,000 times in a season. 

 

Already the sport’s all-time leader in training wins, Burke got career victory 10,000 on July 26 at the 

Meadowlands. Only one other trainer, Virgil Morgan Jr., has surpassed 6,400. 

 

 Burke also is in the process of leading all trainers in purses for the 11th straight season. His $221 million 

in lifetime earnings leads all trainers in history. He has topped $20 million each of the past six years, 

including a record $28.4 million in 2014. He is the only trainer in history to reach $20 million in a season. 

 

He was named Trainer of the Year in 2011, 2013, and 2018. 



In addition to Burke’s success as a trainer, Burke Racing was named Owner of the Year (with partners 

Mark Weaver and Mike Bruscemi) in 2013 and 2018.  

 

Burke trained 2017 Horse of the Year Hannelore Hanover. His other many stars have included 2014 

Pacer of the Year Sweet Lou and 2011 Pacer of the Year Foiled Again, who retired following the 2018 

season as the richest harness racing horse in history, with $7.63 million in lifetime earnings. Foiled 

Again, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame in July, won 109 races and joined fellow Hall of Famer 

Rambling Willie as the only pacers with at least 100 wins and more than $2 million in purses in the past 

40 years.  

 

In 2018, Burke-trained filly Warrawee Ubeaut became the fastest 2-year-old pacer in history with a 

1:48-3/5 mile. She was named a Dan Patch Award winner, as was Burke’s 3-year-old male pacer 

Dorsoduro Hanover. 

 

Owner Bio 

 

Sonnet Grace Stable - Fredricktown, Pennsylvania 

 

The Sonnet Grace Stable is comprised of Weaver Bruscemi LLC., Sylvia Burke, Edwin Gold, Richard 

Lombardo, Howard Taylor, and  J&T Silva Stables, LLC,  All of the partners are in search of their first 

Hambletonian Oaks champion. 
 


