
Mr Vicktor 
Bay horse, 3 by RC Royalty – Hawaiian Vicky By Mr Vic 

 
 
 
 

 
 

OWNER: Robert Santagata, NY, Jennifer Lappe, NY, Diamond Pride LLC, NY & Joseph 
Lee, NY  

BREEDER: George K Miller, NY 
SALE INFO: 21,000 Morrisville purchase 
TRAINER: Jennifer Lappe 
DRIVER: Tyler Buter  

 
YEAR STARTS 1ST 2ND 3RD EARNINGS MARK 
2019 9 6 2 0 $185,852 1:55.1 VD 
2018 2 1 0 1 $9,300 2:00 MR 

LIFETIME 11 7 2 1 $195,152  3, 1:55.1 VD 
 

● Made a break and finished twelfth in the Reynolds on July 27th at the Meadowlands.   
 

● Mr Vicktor has lost to Gimpanzee twice this season, once in the Empire Breeders 
Classic on May 27th at Vernon Downs and in a leg of the New York Sire Stakes on 
July 19th at Tioga Downs. 

 
● According to co-owner Joe Lee, “Tyler has done a really, really good job keeping 

him relaxed in the post parade and keeping his feet underneath him going to the 
gate. He can tend to be a little hot when he’s warming up. That was last year. 
Jogging this year, he’d tend to get a little hot. But so far he’s been OK.” 

 
● Buter said of the impressive Mr Vicktor after a NYSS win, "This horse is great on a half 

mile track. We let them go on the front end at first and when things settled down, 
we went. He was just perfect tonight." 

 
● Racing mainly against New York sires stakes company he has hit the board eight out 

of nine times as a three year old.   
 

● In May, Bob Santagata and Jennifer Lappe came looking for a quality horse, and 
Lee and Torre brought them in on Mr Vicktor.  Jennifer Lappe took over the training 
duties while Buzzy Sholty, who trained selected him at the Morrisville sale and trained 
him at two, continued to paddock and warm up the horse.  

 
● Mr Vicktor won his first lifetime start at Monticello Raceway in the New York Excelsior 

Series A and came back to finish third at Tioga Downs in the same series. But during 
the race he made a breathing noise and the decision was made to shut him down 
for the season.   



 
● Tyler Buter, 33, is making his Hambletonian debut. In 2017, he won the Townsend 

Ackerman Stakes with Two AM, trained by his father, Todd, on Hambletonian Day.   
 

● Buter grew up in Manchester, Mich., and followed Todd into harness racing. He got 
his first win at the Gladwin, Mich., fair before his 17th birthday.  

 
● After successful stints in both Michigan and Illinois, Tyler and his wife, Amber, who 

trains their stable of horses, relocated to the East Coast in 2010.  
 

● Buter got career win 3,000 on April 21 at The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono. He 
now has more than 3,160 wins and nearly $37 million in purses. 

 
● In 2015, Buter established his career high for earnings with $5.40 million. His best wins 

total came in 2007, when he posted 444 victories. 
 

● He won a New York Sire Stakes championship in 2018 with 2-year-old female pacer 
Money Shot Hanover, trained by Mark Harder. 

 
● Jennifer Lappe, 48, is a newcomer to the Hambletonian but already a winner when 

it comes to races with “Hambletonian” in the name. In 2018, Lappe won a division 
of the Hambletonian Amateur Drivers events at the Meadowlands on the night prior 
to the Hambletonian, guiding Fox Valley Steffen to victory at odds of 33-1 in a 
career-best 1:54.  

 
● For her career, Lappe has won 86 races as a driver, with the majority – 73 – coming 

since the beginning of 2017. 
 

● Lappe got started driving on the county fairs circuits in the Midwest. She moved east 
in 2007 with her husband, veterinarian John Kokinos, and a handful of horses. She 
took a break from driving for a decade before returning to the sulky and competing 
in amateur events. 

 
● As a trainer, Lappe has won more than 840 races and $5 million in purses.  

 
● She is among the leading trainers at Vernon Downs in upstate New York. 

 
● The owners of Mr Vicktor include longtime New York Yankees assistant equipment 

manager Joe Lee and former Yankees manager Joe Torre. Lee also is an 
accomplished amateur driver. He was named the sport’s Amateur Driver of the Year 
in 2017 and has won 44 races over the past four seasons. 

 
● Mr Vicktor’s sire RC Royalty sired 2013 Hambletonian champion Royalty for Life.   

 
 


