
Osterc 
Bay horse, 3 by Cantab Hall– Oh Oh Hereshecomes By Muscle 

Yankee 
 
 
 
 

  
OWNER: Christina Takter, NJ, & Goran Falk, NJ 
BREEDER: Goran Falk, NJ & Christina Takter, NJ 
SALE INFO: Homebred 
TRAINER: Per Engblom 
DRIVER: Yannick Gingras  

 
YEAR STARTS 1ST 2ND 3RD EARNINGS MARK 
2019 8 3 1 0 $131,177 1:52.2 Phl 
2018 7 5 0 0 $226,401 1:55.2 PcD 

LIFETIME 15 8 1 0 $357,578  3, 1:52.2 Phl 
 

● Going into the Hambletonian with a fourth place finish in the Tompkins Geers on July 
20th at the Meadowlands.  He was driven by Jimmy Takter. 

 
● Broke in a division of the Stanley Dancer on July 13th at the Meadowlands.  

 
● Was second in his Beal Elimination at Pocono Downs but broke in the Beal Final 

finishing seventh. 
 

● Osterc’s has two wins in legs of the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes this year. 
 

● “He had plenty of go,” Gingras said about Osterc, a 2018 Pennsylvania Sire Stakes 
champion who was making his seasonal debut in the Dexter Cup. “He got a little bit 
bumpy going around the last turn, but other than that he was perfect. He had a lot 
of trot and he got the job done. As far as trot-wise, there were no worries 
anywhere.” 

 
● Osterc and driver Yannick Gingras made a three-wide move on the backstretch 

took the lead on the final turn to win the $118,950 Dexter Cup at Freehold.   
 

● Trained by Hall of Famer Jimmy Takter as a two year old. Transferred to Per 
Englbom’s barn following Jimmy Takter’s retirement in 2018. 

 
● Won four of five Pennsylvania Sire Stakes races as a two year old including the 

$253,000 Final at the Meadows in September. 
 

● Yannick Gingras, who turns 40 on Aug. 4, teamed with now-retired trainer Jimmy 
Takter to win the past five editions of the Hambletonian Oaks and has finished 



second in two of the past four editions of the Hambletonian. Gingras holds the 
record for the most Oaks victories in history, with five. 

 
● Gingras won the 2018 Hambletonian Oaks with Manchego and the 2017 Oaks with 

Ariana G. In 2016, he won with All The Time and missed adding the Hambletonian by 
a nose when Southwind Frank was second to Marion Marauder. In 2015, Gingras 
captured the Oaks with Wild Honey and was second in the Hambletonian with filly 
Mission Brief. Gingras’ first Oaks victory came with Lifetime Pursuit in 2014. 

 
● A third-generation horseman from Quebec, Gingras arrived in the U.S. in 2001 and 

established himself as a top driver at Yonkers Raceway. In 2003, he received the 
Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association and in 2004 he moved his 
base to the Meadowlands. He has led the Big M in wins four times in his career, most 
recently in 2015. 

 
● Gingras has finished no worse than second in North American purses for seven years 

in a row and led the sport four consecutive seasons, 2014-17. His $174 million in 
career purses rank No. 8 in history. He is third in earnings in 2019. 

 
● He was voted Driver of the Year by the U.S. Harness Writers Association in 2014 and 

2017. 
 

● Gingras was the regular driver of 2017 Horse of the Year Award winner Hannelore 
Hanover.  

 
● Among his many accomplishments, Gingras is known for his association with pacer 

Foiled Again, who retired in 2018 as the richest horse in harness racing history, with 
$7.63 million in lifetime earnings.  

 
● Per Engblom, 39, is making his Hambletonian debut with his own stable, but is no 

stranger to the race after spending the past six years as the top assistant to Hall of 
Fame trainer Jimmy Takter. Engblom was part of two Hambletonian victories during 
that time frame, with Trixton in 2014 and Pinkman in 2015. 

 
● Engblom grew up in Mantorp, Sweden, which is also Takter’s birthplace. Both men 

began their careers at the local racetrack, which was started by a group that 
included Engblom’s grandfather, Bengt Engblom. Per Engblom’s father, Raoul, also 
is a trainer.  

 
● This is Enblom’s second stint in the U.S. He was 19 when he came to the States for the 

first time. His sister, Pernilla, worked for Takter and the stable needed additional help. 
Engblom worked as a groom for two years before assisting with training for another 
three years. He then returned home to Sweden, where he was the private trainer for 
Stall Tilly, and later worked in Italy before starting his own public stable. 

 
● At the beginning of 2012, Engblom and his wife, Helene, decided to move to the 

U.S. with their then 4-year-old son, Tom, who was ready to start school. Engblom 
worked for a year with trainer Tony Alagna before returning to the Takter Stable, 
where Helene joined him. 



 
● Owner Christina Takter has won the Hambletonian two times, Pinkman (2015), Trixton 

(2014). 
 

● Sire Cantab Hall has won sire three Hambletonian Oaks winners, Wild Honey (2015), 
Lifetime Pursuit (2014) and Creamy Mimi (2008). 

 
● Muscles Yankee, sire of Osterc’s dam Oh Oh Hereshecomes, won the Hambletonian 

in 1998 and has sired three Hambletonian winners, Deweycheatumnhowe (2008), 
Muscle Hill (2009) and Muscle Massive (2010).  

 
 


